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17 he reaſonableneſi of r dying, and thef 
greater advantage they will have by Py Toſi | 
Chriſt, as the reſurret#ion and the life, t 
if they were not to die; with the importance 


of 4 bel eving is. 
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SERMON 


On JOHN xi. 25, 26. 
Occaſioned by the DEA E of the late 


Rev*. Mr. John Afty, 


January 20, 172. ætat. 57. 


Preached February the 8h, to the Church in 
Ropemakers-Alley, of which he was Paſtor, 
in anſwer to his and their deſire, and pub- 
liſhed at their requeſt ; with an enlarge- 
ment of what relates to his life and chas 


racter. | I 
To which is added, 


A POSTSCRIPT relating to the Reverend 
Mr. Samuel Chandler*s ſecond letter to the author 
about Preaching Chriſt, &c. 


By JOHN GUYSE 
. | : | 
London, Printed for Richard Hett, at the Bible and Cron in 


the Poultry, and John Ofwald, at the Roſe and bake in | 
Titile. Britain. $730. & Price 6 4, 2 4 
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= John xi. 23, 26. 

of Feſtus * unto her, I am the reſurrection 
and the life ; he that beheveth in me, 
tho he were dead, yet ſhall he live; 
and whoſoever liveth, and beheveth 
in me, ſhall never die. Behewveſt thou 
4 this ? | | 


HE frequent return of mournful 
ſolemnities of this nature, among 
the churches in and about this 
great city, for a few years paſt, 
is apt to fill a conſiderate and ſerious mind *© 
with affecting apprehenſions, as if evil days 
were coming on the earth, and God were 
2 apace withdrawing his guidance and defenſe, 
and the glory were departing from us. It 
may juſtly. occaſion pathetick exclamations, + 
= ſomething like that of Joaſb, when Elba 
was fick unto death, and he wept over his 2 Kings 
Jace, and ſaid, O my father, my father, the 1% 
= chariots of Iſrael, and the horſe-men thereof! ß, 
Our fathers where are they? and the pro- Zec, 1. 3. 
# phets do they live for ever? We are all of 
one mortal make; miniſters are as frail and 
| | B dying 
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A SERMON occaſioned by the 


dying men as their hearers. But when God 
houſes his faithful ſervants ſo faſt, it is a 


ſad omen to our world. He ſeems to be x : 


tearing us in his wrath, while he thus breaks 
us with breach upon breach. This day looks 


back with a ſorrowful aſpect upon one, and 3 


may bring to remembrance many others, 


that lately were burning and ſhining lights 


in the church below, and are, now ſeen, 
and ſhall be heard among us, no more. But 


Zec.1.6, God's words and his ſtatutes, which he com- 


manded them to deliver in his name, ſtill ſpeak 
to us, and will fake hold of us, in a way 
of judgment or of mercy, according as they 


belong to us reſpectively. Their - meflages 
from the Lord till live after they are dead : 7 


And as for themſelves, tho they are no lon- 
ger in our world, their ſpirits live with Chriſt 


in a better; and tho their bodies are now 


movldering in the duſt, they ſhall be quick- 


ened again to a glorious immortality. We 


1 
may be well aſſured of this from our text, 
where, on occaſion of the death of one 
whom Jeſus loved, he ſajd of himſelf, I #3 


am the reſurrection, and the life, &c. 
Theſe words are our Lord and Saviour's 


anſwer to Martha's profeſſion of faith about 


the general reſurrection of the dead at the 


laſt day. Feſus had ſaid unto her, thy bro- 
ther, meaning Lazarus who was lately dead, 
ſhall riſe again, ver. 23. She; it ſeems, un- 
derſtanding him to ſpeak of the general 
reſurrection, ſays unto him, I know that be 
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Death of the Reverend Mr. Atty. 3 © 
ſhall riſe again in the reſurrection at the laſt 
day, ver. 24. This was an antient article 
of the church's faith, and was moſt ge- 
nerally received and acknowledged as ſuch, | 
cho oppoſed and denied by the ſect of the As 2- 3. 
= Sadduces, the ſcepticks of that age. The 
Z apoſtle Paul ranked it amongſt the doctrines 
* written in the law and the prophets ; and, 


- 
* 


1 


chat they themſelves allowed that there ſhall 7 * 2 
be a reſurrection of the dead, both of the juſt g 


= and unjuſt. There are ſeveral intimations 


= of Chrift in the new. | e 
N ; 


but did not think this a direct and imme- 


> <would give it him, ver. 22. And therefore 


of this in the old teſtament ; and it is 
XZ reckoned among the principles of the doctrine Heb. 6. 


Martha went into this common faith; 


7 diate relief, as to her preſent loſs; nor did 
ſhe underſtand the peculiar concern Chriſt 
had, as a principal agent, or proper effi- 
cient cauſe in raiſing the dead: Her thoughts 
= ſtuck in general conceptions, that God by 
his infinite power would one day do it, 
and that Chriſt had ſuch an intereſt with 
God, that if he would ask an immediate 
return of her brother to life again, God 


to lead her on to what was further defigned 
for her preſent comfort, and to direct and 
improve her faich in himſelf for her own 
eternal ſalvation; Fe. ſaid unto ber, I am 
the reſurrection, and the life, &c. 
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In theſe words we have, 


I. Chriſt's character of himſelf. + am the 
. reſurrefiion, and the hife. 

The benignity and the grandeur of this 
character, together with his gracious and 
ſovereign way of aſſerting it, proclaim the 
Saviour and the God. What can be more 
majeſtick and divine, beneficent and endear- 
ing, than this declaration be mh him- 


ſelf, I am the. reſurrettion, and the life? His 


capacity of 'being ſo, muſt be divine; and 
his acting according to it, muſt | be founded 
on his mediation. None but a God could: 
be the reſurrection and the life; and none 


but an atoning Saviour could make it meet 


that a righteous God ſhould be fo to guil- 


0p mortals. Our Lord himſelf died and roſe 


again, that he might be the reſurrection 
and the life to others; and he is not bare- 
ly an inſtrument herein, as Martha appre- 
hended, - but he is the efficient cauſe, — 
by his own power to produce that great e 
fect. The dead ſhall bor his voice and tive. 


They ſhall be raiſed, and immortalized by 


an infinite power inherent in himſelf, who 


bn 3.2, ball change our vile body, that it may be 


faſor oned like unto his glorious body, accord- 
fo the working whereby he is able even to 


fubdue all things unto himſelf. 
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Death of the Revereud: Mr. Aſty. 
He is the principal or head of the reſur- | 
rection, the beginning apxi, and the firſt-born, Col. 1.18. 
rr from the dead, who roſe by his own 
power, and will raife us after his own 
example. He is the fountain of life; In sohn 1. 4: 
bim was life, and the life was the light of 
men in the order of nature; and he has life 
in himſelf in the order of grace; and as thechap. 3 
3 Father raiſeth up the dead, and quicknethz1, 26. | 
=X them, even ſo the Son quickneth whom he will, 
Hence he is called by way of eminence, 
= Zthe life, in our text, and in other places. 
See Jobn 14.6. and 1 John 1.2. And he] ou We: 
is ſtyled the true God, and eternal life. He 
is the author of the reſurrection of all man- 
kind; For the hour is coming, in which allſohn 5. 
tbat are in the graves ſball bear his voice, 28, 25. 


1000 0 ka 


7 


= and: ſhall come forth, they that have done good, 
unto the reſurrettion of life, and they that 
Have done evil, unto the reſurrettion of dam- 
nation. He is the reſurrection to all; but 
the life, only to ſome. The ſtate of the f 
wicked; after their reſurrection, is uſually c 
in ſcripture called death, and never life: 
his name belongs only to the bleſſed; and 

the reſurrection of damnation, is here oppo- 
gſed to the reſurrection of life. The laſt of 

— theſe is principally intended in our text. 
Our bleſſed Saviour is the reſurrection in 
order to life, and he is the life for eterni- 
y after it. We have, 
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A SERMON occaſioned by the 


II. His explication of this character, with 
a reference to thoſe who ſhall ſhare in the be- 
nefit of it. He that believeth in me, tho he were 
dead yet ſhall he live, and whoſoever liveth, and 
beheveth in me ſhall never die. q. d. Tho the 
believer muſt die like other men, and ſuppo- 
ſing he were dead, as Lazarus is, yet ſhall he 
live again, if not in this world, yet in a better; 
and whoever now lives in this world, and while 
he does ſo believeth in me, ſhall' never die as 
other men do, or ſo as not to riſe unto life a- 
gain: Or, as it might be better rendred, ſhall 
not die for ever; à n dv, &; & ao,” 

Chriſt will be the reſurrection to his body, 
and the life to his foul and body too, that his 
whole perſon may live in the regions of light, 


and love, and joy for ever. The ſecond deatng 
all never have any power over him, he ſhall 


not die eternally. We have, 


III. His queſtion to Martha, with relation 
to what he had ſaid, beheveſt thou this? q. d. 
« Believeſt thou not only that there ſhall be a 
reſurrection at the laſt day; but believeſt thou 
this concerning me, that I am the quickner of 
the dead, and the author of eternal life? and 
believeſt thou this concerning all who believe 


in me, that they ſhall riſe to eternal ble ſſed- 


neſs ? If thou haſt this faith, it will compoſe 
thy troubled ſpirit under all its preſent diſtreſs, 
and open ſprings of joy amidſt thy preſent ſorf 
rows; it will ſatisfy thee that thy brother, 
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Death of the Reverend Mr. Aſty. 7 
whom I love, is among thoſe that ſhall be 
happy for ever; and that, if I pleaſe, I can IJ 
e yen reſtore him to thee again, by raiſing him 
nov from the dead; and it will give thee com- 
= fortable proſpects of thy being for ever happy 
8 with him.“ 115 3 | 
In further diſcourſing on theſe words, I 
hall, by divine aſſiſtance, briefly proceed upon 
three propoſitions, cloſing each of them with 
practical reflections. | | 


The firſt I ſhall begin with is this, 


Prop. I. That believers themſelves are not ex- 
empted from dying. 


A reſurrection ſuppoſes a preceding death; 
* = and our bleſſed Lord ſpeaks of believers living, 
cho they were dead. *Tis appointed to men once Heb. 3. 
0 die, and after this the judgment. The grave Job 
is the houſe appointed for all living. And 23. 1 
= Zthe living know, but alas! how little do | 
they conſider, that they : ſhall dye. There is no _ 9 
man that hath power over the ſpirit, to retain the 3s. 
= Jſprrit ; neither hath he power in the day of death: 
and there is no diſcharge in that war, neither 1 
ball wickedneſs deliver thoſe that are given to it. * 
And tho righteouſneſi delivereth from a judicial Prov. 10. 
death; yet it don't abſolutely deliver from dy- | 
ing: For, in this ſenſe, the righteous periſheth, Il. 57. 1. 
and no man layeth it to heart; and mercifnl men 
are taken away, none conſidering that tbe righte- 
"Ft ous is taken away from the evil to come. High 
and low, young and old, male and ys 

Wlle 


x Cor. 18. che 
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x Theſ. thing in it as painful and ſurprizing as in dying, 
* 77* fince the change will be upon mortal bodi 
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no 


df thoſe that 9 
Chriſt, if he pleaſed, could as eaſily have ſe- 


wiſe men and fools, the healthy and the infirm, 
ſaints and ſinners, magiſtrates, miniſters, and 


other people, all muſt die. Tis a ſtanding 


law or ordinance of God u the entrance of 
fin ; and, except Enoch and Elias, that have been 
tranſlated, and thoſe that ſhall be alive upon 
earth at Chriſt's ſecond appearance ; who, as 
apoſtle ſays, ſhall be changed af the laſt 


ever were or ſhall be exempted from it. How, 


or in what manner thoſe believers ſhall be 
changed, that ſhall be alive on earth at the 7? 
- conſummation of all things, we Cannot fay ; 6 


but, for what we know, there may be ſome- 


and that change will be 'as great upon them, 
as the reſurrection will make upon the bodies 
ſleep in Jeſus. 


trump, we have no room to imagine, that any 
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cured all his people from dying, and taken them 
up immediately in their ſeveral generations, ſoul 


and body, from earth to heaven, as exempt ſome, 
and raiſe the bodies of others from the grave. 


Rom. 8. Tho their bodies, as well as others, are dead. 


10. 


or become mortal, becauſe of fin; yet he that 
has taken away the ſting „ 
could have taken away its ſtroke too : There is 
merit enough in his blood and righteouſneſs for 
both, if infinite wiſdom had ſeen fit ſo to or- 
der it, as appears from the inſtances that have 
been, and ſhall be of that fort, And yer, 
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Death of the Reverend Mr. Aſty. 9 


in the uſual ſtated courſe of things, thro' - 
all ages till the laſt day, the general law 
of mortality takes place on them, as well 


as others. | V 3 
In bringing the many ſons to glory, 
there is a beautiful conformity of the mem- 


bers of Chriſt's myſtical body to himſelf, 


their head. They, in the ordinary courſe 


of things, die and riſe again, after his ex- 


/ 


ample : And they that ſhall be caught up. in 1 Theſ. 4. 


the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, at his 17. 
ſecond coming, will be conformed to him in 


his own aſcenfion, who, whilſt he was con- 


verſing with his diſciples on earth, was 


taken up from them, and a cloud received him Ats 1. y. 


out of their fight. 

But it was not fit that the law of morta- 

lity ſhould be reverſed with reſpe& to the 

generality of believers : For if they, in their 

ſeveral generations, were to be ' tranſlated, - : 
and unbelievers were to die, a conformity 

to Chriſt in his death and reſurrection, would 


ed only- would riſe again; and the re- 
ſurrection at the laſt day would be all 
horror without any mixture of awful joy ; 
its agreeable ſolemnity, and the glory of 
the great Redeemer in ſwallowing up death 
in victory, and calling the inhabitants of 
the duſty regions into immortality and 
life, would be loſt; the natural courſe of 
things in our preſent ſtate of frailty and 
dangers muſt be ſtop'd, or inverted, as to 

— them 


x / 


10 A SERMON occafjoned by the 
them that ſhould be tranſlated; and a 
conſtant ſeries of unneceſſary miracles in 
their tranſlation muſt be brought upon the 
ſtage ; the belief of a future ſtare wovld 
be in a manner forced upon the world; 
and yet, ſome arguments for a general judg- 
ment would be weakened, and that judg- 
ment itſelf would be daily anticipated, by an 
obvious determination of every one's ſtate be- 
fore-hand, in the view of all that knew them; 
and ſuch a viſible and important diffe- 
rence, made in our world, might haye very 
unhappy effects upon ir. | 
It might ſtrike too forcibly upon us in this 
imperfect ſtate, where ſenſible objects are ſo 
apt to impreſs and govern us. The expec- 
tants of a tranſlation would be apt to give 
way to an impatience of continuing here, 
under all the troubles of their preſent war- 
fare, to neglect the neceſſary means of their 
preſervation, to tempt providence, and un- 
warrantably throw themſelves into the mouth 
of dangers, and to abate in their natural af- 
fections to their neareſt relations in life, and 
in their tender ſympathy with their dying 
friends. And it is probable that, while theſe 
were ſeen to be tranſlated, others, who 
ſhould expect to die, would be diſpirited, 
like perſons under a ſentence for dreadful 
execution, and be ſwallowed up with ſo 
much fear and ſorrow, as to unfit them for 
the common buſineſs and duties of life. 


The 


Death of the Reverend Mr. Aſty. 11 
The tranſlation of one ſort of people, and 
the death of others, might lay a foundation 
for pride and envy, reproach and ſcorn, con- 
fuſion and every evil work, among the fa- 
milies, ſocieties, and friends left behind them. 
Some would be apt to boaſt, and over-value 
themſelves, on the account of their tranſlated 
friends and relatives ; and others would fall 
under reproach on account of their dead re- 
lations and friends. The whole world would 
be perpetually filled with diſappointment and 
ſurprize, to ſee ſome die, and others tranſlated, 
contrary to all former thoughts and expecta- 
tions about them. This might ſhock ſome, 
and {tumble others; imbolden ſome in ſins 
and errors, that any of the tranſlated had 
fallen into; and diſcourage others in ſome 
good ways of God, under a ſplendid profeſ- 
fon of which any died; and it might tempt 
others to an intire indifference, as to all ex- 


= tremes, that ever had been found amongſt 


any of the tranſlated. It would be apt to 
lead us into wrong meaſures of judging about 
ſome things, by the tranſlation or death of 
the men that practiſed them, rather than 
by the word of God; and of judging about 
ſome | rage 4-4 and practices by perſons, ra- 
ther than about perſons by them. It would 
encourage preſumptuous hopes in ſome, and 
groundleſs fears in others. It would take off 
the terrors of death from ſome, that ought 
to be moſt afraid of it; and ſubject others to 
thoſe terrors that ought to be 'moſt com- 


"GS: | forted 


as others, die? | 
Refet. The reaſons for it are the fame with re- 
{ſpect to them, as with reſpe& to other ber 
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' A SERMON occaſioned by the 
forted againſt it. It would leave us inconſo- 
lable under the loſs of dead friends, and 
ſhake the faith and hope of weak chriſ- 
tians, that were converted by the miniſtry 


of ſuch, as ſhould afterwards die. For 
theſe and ſuch like reaſons, we may ſuppoſe 


infinite wiſdom has ordered, that believers 


"themſelves ſhould not be exempted from 
dying. | * 


Now for our reflections upon this. 
I. What wonder is it that miniſters, as well 


lievers. The moſt excellent and eminent 
among them are but earthen veſſels, of 
the ſame brittle frame, and ſinful infir- 
mities with other men; they are under 
the ſame law of mortality, and are na- 


turally liable to the ſame diſtempers and dif- 


aſters in life with them: Why then ſhould 
it be wondered at, that the ſame fort of diſea- 
ſes and miſchiefs, which lead the way to death, 
and carry off others, reach them, and have 
the ſame effect on them? Were they to live 
here always, their lot would be worſe than 
that of other chriſtians, who die and go to 
heaven; and were they to be caught up thi- 
ther, without dying, the world would ido- 


lize them: It is therefore an inſtance of di- 


vine wiſdom and goodneſs in the government 
of the world, that they, as well as others, 
ſhould die. on 2. How 
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2. How much more ſhould it beour concern, 


that we muſs die? 


2 thro' a Redeemer: And if thou art intereſted 
in him, and thereby eſcapeſt its ſting, its 
XZ ſtroke will do thee more good than harm; 
all bleſſings, and no curſe ſhall be in it, and 


1 


the ſecond death, which is worſt of all, ſhall 


cometh, ſhall not be hurt of the ſecond death. 


1 . « K 
But if thou art in thy ſins, in an unconverted 


thereby expoſed to death's ſting, nothing can 
be more dreadful than for thee to die; for 


afraid of bare dying? and why ſhould not 
thy principal care and concern be exerciſed 
about a due preparation for that unavoidable 
thing, that it may not be an execution of 
the curſe upon thee, and that its eternal 
> conſequences may be inexpreſſibly joyous, in- 
_ ſtead of turning to thy utter confuſion ? 
In order to this, let thy concern, endea- 
Vvour, and prayer be for ſuch things as theſe; 


2 22. that thou may'ſt be found in Chriſt, be- 
fore thou art found by death ; that thou 
3 may'ſt be waſhed from thy ſins in his blood, 
and may'ſt have his righteouſneſs upon thee 


bor juſtification of life thro faith in him; that 


. 
Fa LY a * 


os 


'® that we may not be unprepared for death, than 


The ſtroke of death is unavoidable, but 
its ſting may be eſcaped by the grace of God 


have no power over thee ; for he that over-Rev. 2.11. 
and unpardoned ſtate, ous of Chriſt, and 


all ſuch hall have their part in the lake which Rev. 21. 
= burneth with fire and brimſtone, which is the* 


1 ſecond death, Why then ſhouldeſt thou be 


_ | bs 
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thou may'ſt be made meet for the inheri- 
tance of the ſaints in light by heart-changing, 

ſanctifying grace; that thou may'ſt have no- 
thing to do in thy laſt moments, but to die; 
being before-hand ſafe in Chriſt for eternity, 


and having done the work and duty of thy ® 
day, and left nothing undone that was nece{- 


ſary for thee to do, relating to this world or 
the next, againſt the dying time ; that thou 


ready to leave this world, like one that has 
fought the good fight, finiſhed thy courſe, and 
kept the faith; and ready to go to Chriſt, like 
one that has the ſtrongeſt breathings of foul 
after him, and the cleareſt evidence of thy 
claims, thro' him, to the crown of righteouſ- 
nefs, which the Lord the righteous judge ſhall 

ive unto thee ; and that thou may'it fleep in 
2 among thoſe whom God will bring 
with him. Hence we may obſerve, 


Prop. II. That Chrift will be better to believers 0 


in a reſurrection to eternal life, than 


if they bad never died. 


Tho they were dead, yet ſhall they live ; 
they ſhall not die for ever, and ſhall never 


die any more. Were they always to live in 


this imperfect ſtate and world, it would be 


but a ſort of honourable exile from their Fa- 


ther's kingdom, court and preſence: And tho 
ſuch an exile is better than they deſerve; yet 


it don't come up to the dignity of their ſtate 
of grace, to the great capacities and appe- 


tites 


may'ſt be in temper and inclination fit to die; 
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tites for enjoyment, they are formed with, 
nor to the bounteous deſign of their Sa- 
2 viour's love and merit. They muſt die in 
the ordinary courſe of things, or paſs un- 
der a change equivalent to death, if they 
are alive at Chriſt's ſecond coming, before 
they can be perfectly happy, and ennobled 
with all the honours of their adoption, or 
before they can reap the full benefits of 
his redemption: And who would not be 
willing to die, to come at theſe ? 
Id is but dying out of our preſent world 
into a better; out of a world, where we 
were born in fin, into a world from which, 
and for which, we are born again by 


* 


Into a world of unſpotted purity, and un- 
S diſappointments and fears, into a world of 

unclouded light, and aſſured confidence 
an ſickneſs and pain, which make this life 

our burden, and enfeeble all our ſallies to- 

Wards a better, into a world free from all 
e; encumbrance of body or mind, and adapted 
er for all enlargement in the beſt of ſervices 
in and fruitions ; out of a world infeſted with 
be numerous and malicious enemies, viſible and 


* 1 


a- invifible, into a world where God and Chriſt, 


ho ſaints and angels dwell together in perfect 


triendſhip; out of a world of diſcord, 
; Yars and tumults, into a world of all har- 
de- mony, love and peace; out of a world ef 
tes 


+3 << 

1 1 

5 5 * 
5 


grace; out of a world of fin and ſorrows, 


mingled joys; out of a world of darkneſs, 


cout of a world of weakneſs, wearineſs, 


2 | oppreſſion 


15 


e 
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oppreſſion and reproach, into a world of | 


* 


liberty and glory; and out of a world, 
whoſe beſt accommodations to make it töp- 

lerable, periſh in the uſing, into a world 

that abides in all its great felicities for ever. 

In a word, tis but dying out of a world of * 

all imperfections, into a world as perfect as 

we can wiſh it to be. Death is only a paſſage 

to believers from a howling wilderneſs, to 

the land of promiſe ; from a vale of tears, 

to the mount of viſion ; from a field of bat- 

tle, to crowns and thrones of glory in their 

_ Father's kingdom. N = 

: And 'tis but half the man, and that his 

Mar. 10. meaner part, that dies. They that ill tbe 
lh 12. body, are not able to kill the ſoul, When the 
7. duſt returns to the earth as it was, the 
ſpirit returns to God who gave it: It don't die 

with the body, but departs from it: And the © 

believer's ſoul takes an immediate flight ro 

1 1. Chriſt which is far better. It is that daß 
bor. q. with him in paradiſe; no ſooner abſent from 

2 the body, but preſent with the Lord. 

When the dying time approaches, he ſup- **7 
ports, and often comforts departing ſaints, with ® 
joyous proſpects of the world they are going to, 

Chap. 5- by which they know that when their earthly 
i houſe of this tabernacle ſhall be diſſolved, they 
have a building of God, an houſe not made with 

hands, eternal in the heavens. And when 

death executes its commiſſion upon them, he 

ſecures them from it's ſting ; they don't die 

under the gvilt of fin, or under the curſe, or 

| s condemn- 


ww 
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f FF condemning ſentence of the law: The fling L Cos 15. 
d, F death is fin, and the ſtrengtb of in is the: 57. 
„law: But thanks be to God, which giveth us 


= the Victory, thro our Lord Feſus Chriſt, A 
r. blefling, inſtead of a curſe, is pronounced 
by the ſpirit of truth on them that die in 
him; Bleſſed are the dead which die in theRev. 14. 


as 

be | Tord. | | 25 
Hie will likewiſe heal the wound and 

tO bs EY 4 

s. breach that death makes upon them; and 

t. will recover their mouldering duſt from the 

ir power of the grave, by a glorious reſurrect- 


= 10n: Then ſhall this corruptible put on in- 1 Cor. 15. 
= corruption, and this mortal put on immorta- 53: 


1 9 lity. It ſhall be awakened out of the duſt 
This his vile body ſhallbe faſbioned lite to Cbriſto hu 3 r. 


= glorious body; that as we have born the image 1 Cor. 15. 
he of the earthy, we may alſo bear the image of 45. 
(o he heavenly. And oh the tranſport | when 
** ſoul and body, both adorned with celeſtial 
> qualities ſince their ſeparation, and better 
> match'd than ever, ſhall meet again; both 
immortal, ſprightly and active, and jointly 
th © capable of the illuſtrious viſions, entertain- 
to, ments and employments of the heavenly 
ly 2 ſtate, jointly entitled and adjudged to them, 
and jointly diſpoſed for them, vigorous and 
> harmonious in them! Chriſt will then make 
them a complete, ample, and eternal amends 
= ſor all the ſhort and dying agonies they felt 
. at their former parting, and for their ab- 
ſence from each other during their ſtate of 
| ; * ſepara- 


_» 
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ſeparation ; for thenceforth they ſhall be in- 

x Theſſ. ſeparably ugited, and he ever with the Lord. 
#77" To fay this, that they ſhall be ever with the 
Lord, is to fay all, that is great and good, 
happy and glorious. Thought can go no 
further, it can't ſtretch beyond the bleſſedneſs 

Pſ. 16.11, included in this; for in his preſence is fulneſs 


of Joy, and at his right hand are pleaſures for 


eVermore. 

Now what better reflection can we make 
on this, than what the apoſtle leads us to, 
which is, , 


Reflet. Comfort one another with theſe words. 
I Theſ. 4. 5 


* This includes comforting your ſelves, O 


Chriſtians, as well as one another, with them. 
Comfort your ſelves and one another againſt 
the fears of death, with the hopes of the 
better things that Chriſt will do for you who 
believe, than if you were to be kept from 
dying out of your preſent ſtate: Comfort 
your ſelves and one another with the thoughts 
of your de: riſtian friends, that they 
have got\the ſtart of all the living in our 
world, and are inexpreſſibly happier with 
Chriſt in glory, than they could be amongſt 
us: And comfort your ſelves and one ano- 
ther with the thoughts, that tho the church 
and world below ſuffer great loſs, by the 
greater gain of thoſe, that were uſeful in- 
ſtruments of God's glory, and of their ge- 
neration's good ; yet that he, who is the 


N reſurrection and the life to them in heaven, a 


can 
1 


2 


9 
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can as eaſily be the reſurrection and the life 
of his withering, dying cauſe on earth. He 
can quicken dead ſouls with a divine life to 
fill up their vacancies here, and can raiſe up 


bother inſtruments to do the work that they 

. *> wereengaged in. This brings us to the third 

2 prop oſition. 
Prop. III. That it is of great importance . 

R fo us to believe theſe things. — 

I Our Lord intimates this in his queſtion to 


Martha, Believeſt thou this? The doctrine of 
man's mortality can hardly be disbelieved by 
any of us; daily inſtances of it all around us 
will not ſuffer us to deny it. But yet, alas! 
> how little is it believed, with ſerious applica- 
tion to ourſelves, that we muſt die! Too 
many believe it, only as they do things that 


e 2 2 they have, and deſire to have, no concern- 
o ment in: They aſſent to it as a truth, bur 
m are no more affected with it than if it were all 
rt | 


a fable; they believe it at a diſtance, and 
put the evil day as far from themſelves, as if 


itt would never come, which is next to not 


ur > believing it at all; and hence they live, as if 

they never were to die. 

ſt © hut a bare belief of our own mortality, is 
of leſs moment, than that of a reſurrection 

ch by Jeſus Chriſt to eternal life. If we were 
to die like the brutes, and there were to be 


n- an end of us, it would be hardly worth one's 
A while to be much concerned about dying 
ne * 


dut of ſuch an uncertain, finful and calami- 
| as. tous 


— 
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4 tous world as this, where diſappointments 
and ſorrows, loſſes and unſocial treatment 
from without, and our own depraved tem- 
pers within, imbitter all its enjoyments. But 
as we are formed for eternity, and muſt be 
inexpreſſibly and unmixedly happy or miſ | 
; rable in another world for ever, it is of much 
greater importance to believe that Chriſt is 

the reſurrection and the life, and that who- 

ever believeth in him ſhall not die the ſecond 

death, than that we ourſelves muſt die. All 

our happineſs for eternity is concerned in the 
faith of this; all the efficacy, advantages, 

and comforts of chriſtian religion depend up- 

on it; and all its motives are weak and inef- 

fectual without it. If the dead riſe not, the 

faith and hope of chriſtians is vain ; they are 

F all men moſt miſerable; and the epicurean 

1 Cor. 15-reaſofiing might be countenanced, let us eat 

19, 32. qond drink, for to morrow we die. 

Bur, as we carry an immortal part about 
us, and muſt exiſt entire men in another 
world, it is dreadful to be unacquainted with 
him, who is the reſurrection and the life for 
that world: And it is of the utmoſt impor- 
tance for us to believe, that he is ſo; and a- 
bove all, to believe this with a reference and 
application to ourſelves, z. e. to believe in 
him, that he may be the reſurrection and 

ö the life to us, and to realize him by faith, 
as ſuch, to our own ſouls; to apply to him, 
to truſt and depend upon him, to commit 
and yield up ourſelves to him, and to act in 


all 


NK 
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all things towards him, under the influence 

of this faith, as thoſe that loo for his mercy 

to eternal life. 

Without ſomething of this faith, all that 

we hear and believe of theſe things for o- 
thers, will only aggravate our guilt and ruin; 

but this will make us happy in life and death, 

and for ever! Oh how unſpeakable is the fe- 
licity, to be able to ſay, upon good grounds, 

with the apoſtle, to ſay it by a faith unfeign- 

ed, which has an effectual influence to raiſe 

our hope, love and obedience ; I know whom 2 Tim. 1. 
T have believed, and am perſuaded, that be is 
able to keep that, which I have committed 
unto him againſt that day. And with Fob, [Job 19. 
* tnow that my redeemer liveth, and that be <7 
hall Rand at the latter day upon the earth. 
And tho after my_shin, worms deſtroy this 
boah, yet in my fleſh ſhall T ſee God: Whom 

= 1 ſhall ſee for myſelf, and mine eyes ſhall 
behold, and not. another; tho my reins be 
conſumed within me |! | 8 


Nc to carry on a few reflections upon Reflect. 
all this: Let every one think he hears C hip 
ſeying to him, as he did to Martha in our 
text, Believeſt thou this? | 
He demands thy faith, he enquires after 
it, and expects thy anſwer: He puts the 
queſtion to thee now by the miniſtry of his 
word, and, I hope, by ſome ſecret ſuggeſti- 
ons of his ſpirit attending it: He has autho- 
rity to put it to thy conſcience; and if thou 


wilt 


3 
3 * 
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wilt not ſeriouſly conſider it, and return an 
anſwer now, he will have thine anſwer ano- 
ther day. Well then, think folemnly with 
thyſelf, what thy anſwer is or ſhall A Þ 


thou believeſt nothing of what thou haſt. 


heard from his word, what ſignifies thy hear- 
ing it? What do'ſt thou think will become of 
thee for ever, if thou art an infidel with re- 


ſpe& to his being the reſurrection and the 
life to them that believe in him? Or, if thou 


haſt no faith in him for thine own ſalvation, 
and do'ſt not believe this concerning him, 
with a reference to thine own caſe? Art 
thou ſo mean ſpirited as to be willing to die 


like the brute? If thou art, yet wilt thou 


not be juitly diſappointed and condemned to 
everlaſting woe, for refuſing Chriſt's teſti- 
mony relating to eternal life, and the evi- 
dence and authority that confirm it, by his 


own reſurrection from the dead? Or can'ſt 


thou have life and bleſſedneſs in any other 
way, than by him ? or rather, muſt thou 
not be fer ever miſerable without remedy ? 
But I hope better things concerning you, 
and that there are many among you, that 
can give ſuch an anſwer to a queſtion: of this 
ſort, as ſhall lead to more agreeable reflecti- 
ons. Let me ſuppoſe this, and aſſiſt thoſe 
reflections upon the three following enquiries. 
| | 


1. Believeſt thou that Chriſt is the reſurrec- 
tion and the life; and that whoever believes in 


him, ſhall never die the ſecond death © 4 


— a, aA 4 AQ. 0O 
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1 O think with thyſelf, what a noble article 
of my faith is this, beyond all that ever 
dawned in the light of nature, or in the 
philoſophy of the heathens! What a glori- 
ous Head and Redeemer has the chriſtian 
Church, who has brought life and immorta- 
2 lity to light by the goſpel, and will raiſe his 
members up to eternal life! What divine 
and gracious characters mingle in his love- 
ly name! How is he to be reverenced and 
adored, for his greatneſs and goodneſs, truſt- 
eld in as the object of our faith, feared and 
loved as awfully amiable, and ſubmitted to 
and ſerved as the Lord of univerſal ſubjection 
and obedience ! How much better is an in- 
2 tereſt in him, than all this world! How con- 
2 cerned ſhould every one be that he may be- 
lieve in him to life everlaſting ; that he may 
be quickened by his ſpirit to a life of grace 
here, in order to a reſurrection to an im- 
XZ mortal life of glory hereafter! And how 
Z ſhould all that profeſs this faith, love as bre- 
2 thren while they are here, and be comforted 
with the thoughts of living together with 
XZ Chriſt, as the children of the reſurrection, 


in a world of perfect harmony and peace 
above | N 


2: Believeſt thou in Chriſt. for thyſelf, that 
he may be the reſurrection and 6 life to 
thee ? Es 

O happy ſoul that do'ſt this, with the faith 
90 of the operation of God! Thou art ſafe for 
. MO, 8 eternity, 
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eternity, and ſhalt be for ever blefled with 
him. How thankful ſhould'ſt thou be for that 
rich grace thro' him, which has made thee a- 
live to God in this World, and given thee the 
beſt hopes of a reſurrection to eternal Life in 
the next ! How ſhould'ſt thou confide in him 
with relation to all that concerns his cauſe and | 


intereſt, and thy own falvation | How 1 1 
ble, watchful, and diligent ſhould'ſt chou 1 


be, in all manner of holy converſation and 
godlineſs ! How reſolute, unwearied, and 


couragious in his ſtrength, for "XD and | 5 
his ſervice! How patient amidſt the va- 


Y : 


rious eermend, and afflictive ſeenes | 
of this preſent life! How contented and 


yielding to God in all that he orders con- I 
cerning thee! How weaned from this 


World, and raiſed in thy thoughts and 
affections, in thy views and motives, and 
in thy eſtimate of happineſs, above all 
its little low affairs! How ſpiritual and | 
heavenly minded | How reconciled to death 
and rejoycing in hope of the glory of | 


God ! How earneſt in thy defires after it ; F 
and how careful to walk with him, and ' 


war againſt all fin at ſuch a rate, as by 


his grace may every day brighten thy e- 


neſs to enjoy it | Let me add one queſti- 
on further, to thoſe of you, more parti- 
cularly, that belong to this church. 2 


it is this? 


3, Belief 


o 
1 
87% 
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vidences for heaven, and improve thy meet- 
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. 3. Believeſt thou that the late dear and 
it reverend paſtor of this church of Chriſt 

Alves with him, and ſhall have a reſurrecti- 

e on to eternal life? 


I make no doubt but this is a vrevail- 
ing belief amongſt you all; nor do 1 
know how any, that were intimately ac- 
quainted with him, can judge otherwiſe 
concerning him. I have ſeen his own ac- 
count, as he himſelf calls it, of his hope 
concerning the ſtate of his ſoul, which 
carries plain ſignatures of an effectual work 
of God's grace upon him: And in hopes 
it may be bleſſed to your inſtruction, and 
to the encouragement of your faith and 
holy imitation, I ſhall give you a ſhort 

= view of ſeveral things contained in it, as 
near as may be in his own words. 

1 He introduces his account with thank- 
fully acknowledging the privilege of his 
= deſcent from godly parents, who were in 
covenant with God: And goes on to ſpeak 
= abundantly of the advantages he received 
from a religious education, of his early ſeri- 

& ous impreſſions, and repeated convictions of 
fin, and dreadful apprehenſions of divine 
8 wrath; till at length God wrought in him a 
more clear and abiding ſenſe of his own 
guilt and vileneſs, of the corrupt fountain 
of evil in his heart, of inward, ſpiritual 
ſins, and of the danger of his natural ſtate, 
which he looked upon as An accurſed ſtate 
under the law. He then was grieved at 
| „ heart 
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heart for fin, ſaw the exceeding finfulneſs of it, 
was filled with ſelf-loathings, and ſelf-hum- 
blings, and could not reſt under it 
Amidſt theſe ſtrong convictions, and agita- 
tions of his ſoul, he earneſtly longed for an in- 
tereſt in Chriſt, as ſeeing there was no other 
way of peace, but by his blood and righteouſneſs, 
He endeavoured to believe, but found it hard 
work, and under a ſenſe of his own inability 
for it, was ſtirred up in earneſt prayer to beg 
faith, and all grace at the hand of God, and 
experienced his drawings. He was brought 
to reſolve to rely on Chriſt, tho he tould 
not tell whether his faith were right or no, 
and to wait to fee how God would deal with 
him, thinking in himſelf, it may be he will 
| be gracious to me. Whatever the event might 
be, he ſaw himſelf under a poſitive command 
to believe in Chriſt, and that this was the 
only way for his ſalvation ; and his heart was 
very glad that there was ſuch a way: He 
was encouraged to take this way for himſelf, 
from the ground and warrant that the gra- 
cious invitations and free promiſes of. the 
goſpel gave him, from the ability of Chriſt 
to fave, from his gracious offers, from the 
kindneſs and compaſſions that. are in his 
heart towards ſinners, from his readineſs to 
ſave them, from the many inſtances there 
have been of his ſaving grace, and from 
what he had already done for him, in giving 
him the diſpoſitions of thoſe that are more 
peculiarly invited to come to him. gr 
12 | e 
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He often mentions the great conflicts there 
were between his will and fin, his hopes and 
fears, and what comfort and victory were 

| their iſſues, when God revealed Chriſt to | 

him. He took refuge in the fulneſs of that 4 

redemption which is in Chriſt, and in God's 

deſign to glorify the riches of his grace in 


bim; and depended on him for ſanctification, 
as well as for righteouſneſs to juſtification, 
being equally concerned for both, convinced. 
of the neceſſity and beauty of holineſs, and 
delſirous to glorify God in new obedience. 
Sometimes he records his concern and 
fear, leſt he ſhould take up with a partial 
change, or reſt in formality and hypocriſy, | 
and ſhould not be found fincere, with his 
| = artending reſolutions againſt all ſin, his bitter 
bewailings of its indwellings, his cleaving to 
Sd with full purpoſe of heart, and labour- | 
ing to walk in all holy obedience to him. 
s And at other times he expreſſes his godly 
> | jealouſy, left a flaviſh fear of hell and judg- 
„ment, were the only ſpring of his religion. 
And this he apprehended could not be clear- : 
dd up, to prove his ſincerity, but by the Spi- 
t IF ric of adoption, drawing forth his heart in- 
eco a more filial fear and love of God, which 
s be ſometimes found ſenſibly working within . 
x him, and wanted to abound yet more and 8 
e more. : 
n When at any time he perceived himſelf 
g to have fallen into ſin, his heart worked in 
e 


a way of deep repentance, humiliation, and 
ä ſhaming 
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A SERMO xn occaſioned by the 
ſhaming himſelf before God for it, in renew- 
ed acts of faith in the blood of Chriſt, and in 
great watchfulneſs afterwards againſt it. In 
that way he was favour'd with the kind, return- 


ing intimations of God's love and grace, thro' 
Jeſus Chriſt, to his humbled and afflicted ſpi- 


rit: And then his ſoul was diſſolved in for- 
row and ſhame, for his ungrateful offences 
againſt God, eſpecially under a conſideration 
of the freeneſs of his love, and of his diſ- 
penſations of grace like himſelf, all great and 


glorious. 


He ſometimes lamented the deadneſs and 


| hardneſs of his own heart, and the ſad hours 


of darkneſs, in which he was tempted to call 
into queſtion all the work of the holy ſpirit 
in him, but ſtill continued waiting upon 
God. And at other times he was ready to 
deſpair under a ſenſe of his own vileneſs and 
unworthineſs, and under terrifying appre- 
henſions of God's juſtice ; tho otherwiſe he 


thought he had good reaſon to hope, that 


God had choſen and ſanctified him, accepted 
him in Chriſt, and broke the dominion of 
fin within him. And he abounded in admi- 
ration of the free grace of God, that he 
ſhould look upon, and have any kind thoughts 
to, ſuch an ungrateful, unworthy, rebellious 
creature as himſelf, and in admiration of the 
power of divine grace, that had brought him 
off from the love and practice of fins, which 


he formerly allowed himſelf in, and that had 
| = | ſtirred 
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Death of the Reverend Mr. Aſty. 
ſtirred him up to reſolved endeavours to mor- 
tify them. N 
He records a great number of ſcri 
tures, ſuitable to his caſe, which God 
made uſe of, and frequently expreſſes his 


deep ſenſe of the influence of his ſpirit, in 
the whole of the work that had paſſed 


upon him. And there one may read his 
high eſteem of the Lord Jeſus, of his ſa- 
tisfaction, merit and righteouſneſs ; his 


grief ſometimes at his withdrawings, and 
his delight in, and communion with him 


at others; his love to God, and to his 
= worſhip, ordinances and ſervice, counting 
them moſt reaſonable and excellent; his per- 
ſuaſion of the infallible truth of God's word, 
and of the certainty of a future ſtate; his li- 
2X ving under an awful ſenſe of the all-ſeeing 


eye of God, and of his going directly to 
appear before him; and his longings after 


heaven, that he might enjoy God more ful- 
ly, might ſee the Lord Jeſus in his glory, 


and be for ever free from all fin. 
And toward the cloſe of that account, he 

takes notice that, from his own ſenſe of 

what a horrible, dark, miſerable and dan- 


gerous condition unconverted finners are 
in, and yet know it not, he found his 


heart much drawn out in compaſſion to 
their ſouls, . and thought he could do any 
thing, and be at any pains, for their con- 


verfion and ſalvation ; and then adds, blef- 


ſed be God, I hope J have alſo great love 
to 
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30 1 A SERMON octafioned by the 


to hs ſaints, to all the followers of the lamb, 
the excellent in whom is all my delight. 
Inthis work of grace, and happy turn upon 
his temper toward the ſaints, and for the ſal- 
vation of others ſouls, the beſt foundation 
was laid for a faithful diſcharge of the mi- 
niſtry he - received of the Lord Jeſus : And 
his good natural parts, and conſiderable at- 


tainments in human literature, and ſpiritual! 


gifts, together with theſe, were a rich fur- 
niture for his miniſterial province, and made 
2 Tim. 2-him à workman that needed not to be aſha- 


13˙ med, rightly dividing the word of truth. He 


was willing to ſpend, and be ſpent in the 


| ſervice of Chriſt and of ſouls. You, of 


this church, are his witneſſes that God was 9 


with him; and, I truſt, many of you are 
x Tbeſ. a. the ſeals of his miniſtry, and will be his joy, 


* 


Lord Feſus Chriſt at his coming. 
It has been with great pleaſure, and, I hope, 


advantage, that God favoured me 1 ſome 
opportunities of attending upon his publick 


miniſtrations: And, as far as I could obſerve, 
and was able to judge, they were very ſeri- 
ous and evangelical, experimental, ſolid, and 
judicious. They principally turned upon the 
moſt uſeful and important points of faith 
and practice; and were well adapted, by 


the blefling of God, to inform the judg- 


ment, to come cloſe to the conſcience, to 
warm the heart, and regulate the life; 


The great Doctor Owen Was his favourite au- 
thor, 
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Death of the Reverend Mr. Atty. 31 
thor, and one might eaſily perceive, that | 
he had drank very much into his ſenti- 
ments and ſpirit. He had a fervent zeal 
for the glory of Chriſt, together with that 
of the Father and Holy Spirit, and for eve- 
ry doctrine, that he apprehended to be ac- 


= cording to, godlineſs. In that zeal he could 
not but, as occaſions offered, contend ear- 
neſtly for the faith, which he had built his 
X own hopes of ſalvation upon, and which he 


believed was once delivered to the ſaints: And 


yet, in my freeſt converſes with him, I have 
vwith pleaſure obſerved a remarkable tender- 


neſs in his ſpirit, as to judging the ſtates of 


EZ thoſe that differed from him, even in points, 
vhich he took to be of very great importance. 


His converſation had an agreeable mixture of 


Ke 
1 


che pleaſant and the ſerious; and you, of 
this church, were e 20 and God alſo, 1 Theſſ. 2. 
1 unblameably, aba 


how holily, and juſtly, an 
ting human infirmities, he behaved 55 % 
among you that believe; as you know how he 


4 exhorted and comforted, and charged every 
one of you, as a father doth his children, that 
Ve would walk worthy of God, who hath call. 


ed you unto his kingdom and glory. 

And by what I have learned from among 
yourſelves, who had the beſt opportunities 
of knowing him thoroughly, I perſuade my- 
ſelf you cannot ſoon forget, 3 muſt joint- 


ly bleſs his memory when you recollect, 


with what prudence, gravity, and ſweetneſs 


of ſpirit, he walked before you, and preſi- 
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32 ÞA SERMON occaſioned by the 

ded over you in the Lord ; how meek and 
humble he was among you; how earneſt in 
his prayers, and how cautious in his admo- 
nitions ; and yet, with what authority he 


would ſometimes rebuke in the name of the 


Lord Jeſus ; how apt he was to diſallow of, 
and acknowledge any miſtakes in himſelf, as 
+» well as others, if at any time, thro' a quick- 
neſs of temper or inadvertency, common to 


the preſent frailty of human nature, he had 


lipt into them; yea, how diſpoſed to caſt a 
mantle over the Sings of others, that were 
grievous to him, and to ask pardon for his 
own ; how familiar and . condeſcending he 


was to ſuch as were of the loweſt degree; 


how tender and compaſſionate, charitable 
and forbearing in his temper and conduct 
toward the weak, and how he - glorified 


God on the behalf of them that were 
ſtrong ; how affectionately deſirous he was of 


you all, making your ſorrows and your joys 


his own; how feelingly he ſympathized 
with the afflicted; how greatly he rejoic- 
ed in the proſperity of every one, eſpeci- 
ally when their ſouls proſpered ; and how 
ready he was to do all that in him lay, for 
your help and comfort. In a word, you 
2 Tim. 3. fully knew his doctrine, manner of life, pur- 
TJ” Mc: ab; g iffering, charity, and pa- 
AR. 20. Tience; how he behaved himſelf in the church 


19, 20, of God; how he ſerved the Lord with all 
wy” humility of mind; how he kept back — ; 
ET. os that 
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Death of the Reverend Mr. Aſty. 34; 
that was profitable to you, and did not ſhun to 
declare unto you all the counſel of God. 

And tho, by the nature of the illneſs that 
carried him off, God in his awful ſovereignty 
weakned his capacities of giving ſuch noble 

dying teſtimonies to the honour of his name, 
as otherwiſe might have been hoped for ; 
yet, by what I obſerved, and have heard 

from others, he was not a ſtranger to di- 
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4 vine ſupports and conſolations then; and 
che grace of God ſo far ſhone thro' all the 
enfeebling influence of diſtemper, that he 
: i behaved with exemplary compoſure and ſo- 
. WM lemnity of ſpirit, with great humbleneſs of 
mind, and with a calm reſignation to the 
- XX will of God. He was not inſenſible of the 
hand of God upon him, or of his own weak- 
1 neſs, and want of help from above; and 
- while he found himſelf incapable of his 
£ IE Maſter's work, his heart continued in it, 
and cheerfully waited to ſee what the Lord 
1 would do with him. 


Now, after all that you have ſeen, and 
the little you have been hearing of him, I 
dare ſay your anſwer will be in the affirma- 
tive to the queſtion, Believe ye that be is 
gone to Chriſt, and ſhall appear with him at 
laſt, who is the reſurrection and the life? O 
then, let the next thought be, and whither 
ſhall I go when I come to die? Shall it be 
to Chriſt and him, or to a ſtate of eternal 
ſeparation from them? Let me be a fol- 

* lower 
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A SERMON occaſioned by the 
lower of him, ſo far as he was of Chriſt, 
as ever I would hope to follow him to 
_y. 
And why ſhould you, on this melancholy 
_ occaſion, ſorrow as others that have no hope? 
Weep not for him, but for yourſelves, 
Think how much happier he is, than when 
he was here; and rejoice that he is gone 
to Chriſt, and to the Father; that, having 
done his Lord's work, he is gone to re- | 
ceive his gracious reward; that, having 
finiſhed his labours with you, he is gone 


to reſt in the boſom of his Saviour ; thar, 


having lived as long as the incapacitating Wl 


circumſtances of his caſe would admit of 


ſaying, for me to live is Chrift, he died, 


that Chriſt might be his gain; and that 
from a ſleep, that moved all your com- 


paſſions, grief, and fears in this world, he 
is fallen aſleeꝑ in Jeſus, among thoſe whom 
- God will bring with him to the glorious 
world on high, Why then ſhould you not 
rather weep for yourſelves, than for him ? 
Weep that you are ſtill left behind, in an 
apoſtate world, to ſtruggle and to preſs 
thro' temptations, fin, and ſorrows, and 
death, whilſt he is got beyond their reach 
within the veil; that you have loſt the 
helper of your faith and joy ; and that God 
hath purſued a controverſy with you, firſt, 
in laying him aſide by diſtemper, and now, 
in removing him by death, N 
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Death of the Reverend Mr. Atty. 35 


It is now your turn for ſolemn reflecti- 


> Jons on this awful rebuke, which ought tp 
be awaken'd in all churches, whenever the 

„like comes upon them. Tho I know no- 

L thing. to charge you with in particular, 

more than others; yet this is a proper ſea- 

\ I fon for every one of you ſeriouſly to think, 

> whether you have nothing to charge up- 

„ Jon yourſelves? and whether there may not 

S be a cauſe among you, wherefore God 

mould thus ſorely contend with you? Let 

S each one therefore turn inwards, and lay 

bis hand upon his heart, and fay, what have 

I done to provoke the Lord to this? And 

7 let this ſeaſon of your tenderneſs and grief 


be improved to lament, and ſeek recovery 
from, your own unprofitableneſs, or other 
ſins, under the bleſſed means of grace you 
have been favoured with, that may have 
contributed to it. 
In this manner humble your ſelves under 1 pet. 5. 
tis mighty hand of God, who has promiſed 6. 
to ſuch, that he will exalt them in due time. 
And in the midſt of all your mournful re- 
flections, intermix the joys of all the good 
hope of glory, to which God has begotten, 
or aſſiſted you by his miniſtry. And re- 
member that the great ſhepherd of the 
ſheep ſtill lives, and is able to revive his 
work, and to raiſe up another paſtor after 
his own heart, inſtead of him that now reſts. 
from his labours, who ſhall feed you with 
knowledge and underſtanding, for the fur- 
| 2 therance 
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A SERMON occaſioned, &c. 
therance of your faith and obedience, hope, 


love, and joy. Be earneſt, frequent, and 


Eph. 4. 


united in your ſupplications to the great 
Lord of the harveſt for it: Take heed of 
all diviſions, miſ- underſtandings, pride, ſelf- 
ſeeking, low and party- views, raſh and un- 
brotherly temper and conduct, that would 
blaſt your prayers : And let all bitterneſs, 


wrath, anger, clamour, and evil ſpeaking be 


put away from you, with all malice ; and be 
ye kind one to another, tender-hearted, for- 
giving one another, even as God for Chriſt's | 
ſake has forgiven you ; that ye may not grieve 


the Holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are ſeal- 1 
ed to the day of redemption, 8 : 


— 
> 
= — —— —_—_ 4 — _ „ „ 0 
* — ka 
err 


E R RA T. 
Page 27, Line 17, dele his. 


8 


POSTSCRIPT: 


Relating to the Rev. Mr. Samuel 
Chandler's Second Letter to the 
Author about Preaching Chriſt, Oc. 


A D not providence put this opportunity 
into my hands, I believe I ſhould have 
taken no publick notice of Mr. Chandler”s ſe- 
cond letter to me about preaching Chriſt, &c. 
But being obliged to publiſh the foregoing 
Sermon, which was preparing for the preſs 
when that letter came. to hand, I take this 
opportunity to tell the world, that I have pe- 
ruſed it, and am well ſatisfied it carries its own 


confutation and cenſure, eſpecially when com- 


pared with the ſermons referred to, and the 
former letters that have paſſed between us. 
Without this compariſon, ſome may probably 
be impoſed upon to my diſadvantage, by his 
unfair quotations, forced interpretations, and tri- 
umphant, poſitive airs. I therefore only wp 

f tnat 
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that they may be read, and compared all toge- 


ther, to do me juſtice, and to convince every 


one, who will fairly examin them, that an 


thing in the world may be replied to, in the 


way he has taken to anfwer me. 


The intelligent and unprejudiced reader will 


eaſily obſerve, in that compariſon, that Mr. 
Chandler continues to give a very partial ac- 
count of my notion of preaching Chriſt, 
and of my diſtinftion between the latilude 
and reſtrictive-way of preaching him; that 
he has, by juſt conſtruction, given up, as 
indefenſible, one half of what I have evident- 
ly proved from his own words, in a large 


collection of them, to be his own notion of 


preaching. him; and that he has now betaken 


himſelf to the other half of it, which I allow- 
ed was part of his notion about it: He diſ- 
owns and owns, gives up and catches back 
again, his /atitude-way of preaching Chriſt; ſo 
that one don't know where to have him. But 
it is plain from the whole, that he dare not 


ſtand to his own aſſertions, and therefore would 


fain alter the true and original ſtate of the con- 
troverſy between us, relating to that principal 
point; and that he now can't help allowing, 
that preaching Chriſt, muſt be preaching with a 
reference to him. | 
I The reader will as eaſily obſerve, that moſt 
of the things in my letter, which pinched him 
too hard to bear a recital, and could not be 
replied to with any colour, even by miſrepre- 
ſentation itſelf, are either ſlipt over in total ſi- 
lence, or turned off, ſometimes ſingly, and at 
others in the lump, with a ſlight, a reproach, or 
a ſneer; that others are evidently curtailed, and 
here, and there a ſcrap is picked out, and ſet in 
a wrong light; that ſome things are foiſted in, 
| inſtead 
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made upon my brethren, one would have thought 


ä 
inſtead of others, as might beſt ſhelter a deſpe- 
rate cauſe, and ſerve invidious deſigns; and 


that his cenſures and amazement often riſe high, 


becauſe his proofs run low. | 
He will further obſerve, that his charge of 
uncharitableneſs upon me toward my brethren, is 
renewed with double rudeneſs and inveteracy, and 
with a deſpicable reſolution to add to it a charge 
of inſincerity: And, rather than this ſhould fail, 
every unworthy art, bearing the image of its own 
view, is tried to fix it upon me. The moſt plau- 
ſible, I think, of all choſe charges, ſtands on this ri- 
diculous foot, viz. That if in one ſingle expreſſion, 
I had my eye upon the Deiſts, Arians, and Socinians, 
| therein aimed at the ſupport of a private party- 
cauſe, and at an invidious reflection on ſome parti- 
cular perſons and parties, contrary to what J had 
ſolemnly diſclaimed to take off the offence of m 
brethren; as if hey could be ſuppoſed to be offen- 
ded, at my having perſons of thoſe characters in 
my thoughts; and as if a reflection, as he calls it, 
upon ſuch perſons, could be an aim at the ſupport 
of a private party- cauſe; and yet he will have it, 
that the reflection is ſo difficult to be underſtood, 
as intended for them, that my explication of it 
that way muſt be charged as inſincere. Ray | 
The reader will likewiſe obſerve, how juſt and 
generous Mr. Chandler is, in not allowing me the 
natural right of explaining my own ſenſe of my 
own expreſſions, which he had forced to the worſt 
conſtructions, that ill-nature itſelf could. put upon 
them. And even in inſtances, where *tis impoſ- 


{ible for him to judge with any certainty, he is fo 


bold as to impute falſhood to my exphications, as 
freely, as if he knew my heart: And yet, as the 


: deſign of thoſe explications was to ſhew, that I did 


not intend. a charge ſo ſevere, as he ſaid I had 


he 
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he ſhould willingly have admitted explications in 
their favour, if the ſupport of their reputation, 
and not the blaſting of mine, was indeed the thing 
he was concerned for. But whether Mr. Chandler, 
or others of his honour and juſtice, if there be 
any ſuch, will believe me or no, I am fully at reſt 
in my ſelf, having no conſciouſneſs of talſhood to 
x{Cor. 4. reproach me. *T:s a very ſmall thing with me, that 
3» 4-5: T ſhould be judged of him, or of man's judgment ; , 
that judgeth me is the Lord. And my higheſt am- 
bition is to be approved of him, 20h will bring to 
tight the hidden things of darkneſs, and will make ma- 
nifeſt the counſels of our hearts. 
His complaints, that I paint bim out as a pro- 
-phane, impious, and abandoned ſinner, and the 
like, are ſet out in his own words, and not in 
mine, and in much ſtronger terms, than, as far 
as I find, any that I had uſed. They are often 
formed in fuch a manner, that, without conſult- 
ing my letter, none can tell which are my words, 
and which his own: And when he recites my 
words, tis without letting one ſee their connection 
with his own, which I had either tranſcribed from, 
or referr*d to in his letter, as the ground and rea- 
ſon of them. But when the reader ſees them in 
that connection, he can hardly think that I could 
in juſtice ſpeak more tenderly, or ſay leſs touching 
things, than I have. Many, who before this con- 
troverſy were prejudiced in his favour, have won- 
der'd that I could ſpare him ſo much, or forbear 
faying more; and all may ſee that whatever was 
ſpoken of, as diſagreeable and odious in the ſpirit 
of his performance, was only ſhewing him his 
own picture, as himſelf had drawn it. 
The original would have bore painting out 
in much darker colours, than I could perſuade 
myſelf to uſe: They naturally offered to my 
pen, while I was looking upon its ſtrongeſt fea- 
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| tures; but I purpoſely with-hel 


d many ſtrokes of 
the black completion, which he had made his 


con, and gave him a view of no more of them, 
than ſeemed abſolutely neceſſary to a juſt vin- 


dication of my own and my brethren's charac- 
ters, and of the truth itſelf, from his unparallelPd 
aſperſions; as alſo, to let him ſee what a monſtrous 
figure his boaſted charity makes, (that he mighr 
learn to ſhape it better) and how little he would 
like, that his harſheſt expreſſions ſhould be re- 
turned upon him, if he ſhould winch and ſcream 
at ſome of the ſofteſt. In theſe circumſtances, I 
would aſk any impartial judge, What ought TI, 
or what in reaſon could I have faid leſs of the 
diſagreeable turn than I did? Or how could the 
few things I ſaid, with as much ſoftneſs as poſſible, 
under this neceſſity, be counted railing for railing ? 


ar or be inconſiſtent with the ſpirit of the meek and 


humble Jeſus? But I own it is a great unhappi- 
neſs to have to do with a man, that will not put it 


into one's power to ſpeak honourably of his way 
of writing, or to indulge the pleaſures of friend- 
ſhip and peace, while we differ in our ſentiments. 
*T would be very eaſy, as far as I ſee, to give a 
viſtin&t and ſufficient anſwer to his ſecond letter, 
which is as full of plain inconſiſtencies as the 
firſt, and is more exceptionable, and abuſive, 
in ſeveral places, than that. But ſuch anſwer 
could not be made, in its juſt and full ſtrength, 
without ſaying much harder things of him, 
than I can allow myſelf, . under the higheſt 
provocations, to go into. I rather chuſe to leave 
both our characters to God and the world, to judge 
between us, than to enter into a thorough vindica- 
tion of my own, or accuſation of his. 
As Mr. Chandler has egregiouſly ſhuffled in the 
very ſtate of the queſtion about preaching Chriſt, 
and 'tis difficult to ſay what is now his determinate 
1 e notion 
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notion concerning it; and as he has offer d nothing 
material to overthrow mine, 'tis not worth my while 
to contend any farther about perſonal things: As 
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the turn of his temper is ſo diſgraceful. to the mi- 


niſterial and chriſtian characters, ſo exactly match- 


ing his own mottos, ſo aſſuming, uncharitable, 


and ludicrous,(too merry indeed for me ;) and as it 
1510 averſe to folemnity, tenderneſs of conſcience, 


and tnodeſty, in debates about religious matters, 


that one can't ſpeak a word with any of thoſe 


aſpects, but it muſt be expoſed to ridicule, and 
be interpreted into hypocriſy, intoa cloak for the 
worlt deſigns, or into a ſuſpicion, at leaſt, upon 


- * fincerity and truth, I can't, with any ſatisfaction, 


continue an argument with him, tho under all de- 
firable advantages on my fide of the queſtion : And 


as he keeps no meaſures. conſiſtent with decency, 


or with fair and ſerious diſputation, and is utterly 


impatient of all oppoſition and blame, tho ever ſo 


= 
= 


Juſt, and managed with as much gentleneſs, as 
is OWN obvious guilt, and the nature of things 
admit of, I can't but think he has ſhamefully for- 


feited his right to a diſtin reply. And upon all 


theſe conſiderations, I am determined he ſhall 
have none from me. - | 15 
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